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Principal Designer Course (Two-day) 
 

One of the key changes introduced by Construction (Design and Management) 
Regulations 2015 (CDM 2015) is replacement of the role of CDM Co-ordinator (CDMC) 
with a Principal Designer (PD).  

The principal designer has responsibility for co-ordination of health and safety during the 
pre-construction phase. HSE guidance defines principal designers as ‘…designers 
appointed by the client in projects involving more than one contractor. They can be an 
organisation or an individual with sufficient knowledge, experience and ability to carry out 
the role.’ This may be combined with other roles on the project, such as project manager 
or architect.  

The guidance suggests that the role of principal designer includes:  

• Informing the client of their duties under the regulations 
• Planning, managing and monitoring health and safety in the pre-construction 

phase, including; identifying, eliminating or controlling foreseeable risks; and 
ensuring designers carry out their duties 

• Compile pre-construction information and providing it to designers and 
contractors 

• Preparing the health and safety file and then reviewing, updating and revising it 
as the project progresses 

• Liaising with the principal contractor to help in the planning, managing, monitoring 
and co-ordination of the construction phase 

• Taking into account the general principles of prevention 
• Ensuring that all persons working in relation to the pre-construction phase 

cooperate with the client, the principal designer and each other 
• Checking that designers have sufficient skills, knowledge, experience and (if they 

are an organisation) the organisational capability to carry out the work.  

The Principal Designer should be appointed as early as possible in the design process (if 
practicable at the concept stage) and at least before the start of the construction phase, 
so they have enough time to carry out their duties to plan and manage the pre-construction 
and construction phases. If a client fails to appoint a principal designer, the client must 
carry out their duties.  

This two-day training Principal Designer course focuses on the roles and responsibilities 
of the Principal Designer under the 2015 regulations and provides several examples of 
case law prosecutions. The course also explores the importance of considering potential 
temporary works from the earliest stages of the project.  
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The course aligns with the 2015 regulations and considers the process of managing and co-
ordinating health and safety in design and includes:  

• CDM 2015 structure  

• Who are Principal Designers?  

• Duties and responsibilities  

• Principals of prevention  

• Coordination and communication  

• Designers’ risk assessment  

• Residual risk & register  

• Temporary works  

• Designers’ duties. 

This training course is interactive, encouraging delegate participation, to ensure skills learnt 
will be confidently applied in practice. By the end of the course delegates will be clear on how 
to comply with the principal designer duties and use risk management tools to inform their 
design decisions relating to reasonably foreseeable risks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our trainer – Raymond Bone 

MRes, BSc (Hons), CFIOSH, FIIRSM, FHIE, CFaPS, EnvDipNEBOSH 

Raymond has a wealth of knowledge and experience, holding a master’s degree in 
Occupational Health and Safety Management along with a bachelor’s degree in 
Occupational Health, Safety and Environmental Management from the University of Hull. 

Ray specialises in the Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2015 and 
lectures on the BSc Degree at the University of Hull. 

A Chartered Fellow of IOSH (The Institute of Occupational Safety and Health), Ray 
actively promotes Health and Safety and is Chair of the Association for Project Safety 
(APS) Yorkshire Region, and has recently been invited and joined the Board of Directors 
for the APS. 

 

 


